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PREFACE 

This volume is the first book  a two-part series. 
Level one covers the sounds of English using 
single syllable words. Level two covers words 
with diphthongs, triphthongs, and multiple 
syllables. With these resources, teachers have all 
the lecture notes, activities, and homework 
assignments needed to help students read, spell, 
and pronounce English words and sentences. 
Images are used to define concepts and vocabulary 
making it ideal for the multilingual middle school 
through adult audience. Links to audio give 
independent learners the ability to study English 
without an instructor. A braille version is available 
under the title Reading, Phonics, and Braille. 

The textbook/workbook format gives teachers the 
ability to offer a concise approach to proper 
pronunciation and spelling. Phonetic transcription 
rules are based on spelling – numerous lists of 
sight words are not necessary.  

Each unit contains pronunciation instructions, 
rules for converting spellings into phonetic 
symbols, instructor-led group exercises, multiple 
homework assignments, and exercises with a word 
bank for creating sentences (images and phonetic 
hints are provided to assist with the answers).  

Supplemental materials are easily accessible via 
QR codes that lead to spoken examples of the 
word lists, recordings of speech sounds in multiple 
languages, and color images of the vocal tract as it 
appears for each vowel and consonant formation. 
Supplemental materials within the text include: a 
review of phonetic transcription rules, a study of 
articulatory phonetics, consonant and vowel charts 
for defining the terms, and a handwriting exercise. 

The resources needed to establish rules and create 
exercises originated from research developed for 
the publication of the Lyric Diction Workbook 
Series and the IPA Scramble game app by Cheri 
Montgomery. Computer search functions and her 
database of more than 87,000 English words were 
used to organize the spellings of the English 
language. Words from the database were arranged 
in order of frequency of occurrence. The words 
were placed in a graded order and categorized 
according to the sounds of the English language as 
defined by the International Phonetic Alphabet.  

This text follows the Moore teaching model. The 
Moore Method is an interactive approach to 
instruction designed by Robert Lee Moore, a 
famous topologist who first used the method at the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1911. His 
methodology engages students in the learning 
process by giving each class member the 
opportunity to present homework assignments.  

Class meetings follow a daily routine. Class 
begins with each student presenting homework 
that corresponds with their assigned number(s). 
Written work can be shared using a document 
camera. The teacher introduces new material in a 
brief lecture and leads the class in a written and 
spoken (or sung) group exercise.  

Flip this process to double the activities: pass out 
dry erase boards with markers numbered 1-12. 
Have each student complete the word list 
associated with their marker number. Ask students 
to read and spell the transcriptions. This converts 
the phonetic exercise into an English reading and 
spelling exercise. 

Grading can be simple. Each student would begin 
with a 100 average. Five points would be deducted 
each time a student fails to present their 
homework. One or two extra credit opportunities 
could be offered throughout the grading period so 
that students could redeem points. 

A Picture Workbook of English Spellings and 
Phonetics was created to make English accessible. 
Familiarity is gained as numerous words are 
encountered. The comprehension of English 
spellings with accurate pronunciation is assessed 
during in-class presentations. No outside grading 
is needed.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Cheri Montgomery is an author and lecturer on the 
topics of voice and diction. She teaches English, 
Italian, German, French, Latin, Spanish, and 
Russian lyric diction at the Blair School of Music 
at Vanderbilt University. Her series of workbooks 
with book reviews and published articles are 
available at www.stmpublishers.com. 
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a, i, p, b, t, d, k, g, c 

Note. 

Group Exercise

t, c, k
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a, i, p, b, t, d, k, g, c
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