IPA Braille for Lyric Diction
A Mutually Accessible Phonetic System

by Cheri Montgomery

*IPA Keystroke Braille IPA Keystroke Braille
FRONT VOWELS STRESS MARK, LONG MARK, SCHWA
Closed [i] i Stress mark [ '] ! ;
Open [1] I Long mark [:] ;
Closed [e] e Schwa [9] .
Open [€] E Brackets [ ] []
BACK VOWELS BILABIAL CONSONANT
Closed [u] u Voiceless glide [m] I \% I
Open [u] U DENTAL CONSONANTS
Closed [o] 0 Voiceless fricative [0] th
Open [0] (0] Voiced fricative [0] Th
CENTRAL VOWELS Voiced flipped [r] r
Dark [a] A Voiced rolled [r] T
Bright [a] a Voiced retroflex [1] R
Central [a] v PREPALATAL CONSONANTS
Central [&] ae Voiceless fricative [] S
English [3] R Voiced fricative [3] V4
German [¥] R Voiceless affricate [tf] tS
MIXED VOWELS Voiced affricate [d3] dz
Closed [y] y Voiced nasal [n] -
Open [Y] Y Voiced lateral [£] L
Closed [o] oe Voiceless fricative [¢] X
Open [c2] OE R Voiced glide [y] y
FRENCH NASAL VOWELS VELAR CONSONANTS
Central dark [a] -A SRS Voiced nasal [n] N
Open front [¢] -E Voiceless fricative [y] X
Closed back [0] -0 GLOTTAL CONSONANTS
Open mixed [ce] -OE Voiceless stop [?] I ? I

*The articulatory formation needed for singing results in a reclassification of certain vowels for lyric diction.
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